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Fish Community Balance

e Predators




Fish Community Balance

e Too many predators
e Habitat Limitations
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Fisheries Management

e Return or Maintain Balance
e Management Techniques

nventory/Survey
Regulations (MSL, Seasons, Bag)

Habitat Improvement

e Wetland/Stream Connectivity
e Natural Shoreline

e | ake Vegetation

Stocking




Lake Stocking: When and Why

e Return Balance
- Stock a predator (Stunting or Shad)

e Create Fishing Opportunity
® Restore Rare Species

e Not always the answer

- “We want more and bigger bluegills
and yellow perch”.
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DNR Stocking In Lakes

e History

- 1930 through 1949 (poor habitat/WQ)
e Trout, Bluegills, Bass, and Walleye

- 1950 through 1964

e Trout, Northern Pike, Muskellunge, and
Walleye - some Bluegill and Bass

- 1964 to Present (Community Balance)

e Trout, Walleye, Muskellunge, and
Channel Catfish - some Northern Pike
and Lake Sturgeon.




DNR Stocking In Lakes

e Trout
- Create Unique Fishery

- Brook trout, rainbow trout, brown
trout, and lake trout.

- Stocked as yearlings (5 to 7 inches)

- Habitat limited
e Cold Temperature Lakes (UP)
e Two Story Lakes
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DNR Stocking In Lakes

e \Walleye
- Predator Balance/Create Fishery

- Eggs Collected (Muskegon/Bay de
Noc)

- Pond Raised
- Spring Fingerlings (N. MI)
- Fall Fingerlings

5. Mi




DNR Stocking In Lakes

e Muskellunge
- Predator Balance/Create Fishery
- Eggs Collected (Detroit River)
- Pond Raised
- Fall Fingerlings




DNR Stocking In Lakes

e For More Information

- Contact Local Fishery Manager:

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/fmd MU iInt
ernal 378278 7.html

- DNR Fish Stocking Database:

http://www.michigandnr.com/fishstock/

- DNR Fish Stocking Guidelines

http://michiganlakes.msue.msu.edu/uploads/files/De
xter%20et%20al.%202004.pdf



http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/fmd_MU_internal_378278_7.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/dnr/fmd_MU_internal_378278_7.html
http://www.michigandnr.com/fishstock/

Private Fish Stocking

e Private Ponds and Lakes
- Owners Expense
- Private Hatchery

® Private Stocking of Public Waters

- Individual or Association Expense

- Private Hatchery
e http.//www.michigan.gov/documents/m

da/mda_aquaculture 192478 7.pdf



http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mda/mda_aquaculture_192478_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mda/mda_aquaculture_192478_7.pdf
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Private Fish Stocking

e Public Waters Stocking Permit
(Free)

- “Public Water”

e Public Access (state or local/Rd Ending)
e Connection to Public Waters

- Biologist Review
® Proper Species/Stocking Rates

e Conflicting Management
e Disease Free Source (LMBv, VHSV)



Private Fish Stocking

Michigan Depariment of Naiwral Resowcss - Fleheries Diviskan
AppLICATION To 8TOCK FisH INTO MicHIGAN PuBLiCc WATERS
Under aufhonfy of Secfion 48725 of Pari 487, Sporf Fishing, of Acf 431, P.A. 1994, as amended. srocking fish into the public
warers of the State of Michigen is prohibited withour an approved pemmit Failure fo comply with the condiions of ths Acf and
pemif shall be cawse for revocafion of fhis permif. The penalty for stodking fh info public waters of the sfafe withou!f 2 parmif i 2
misdemeanor, punishable by impasonment for nof more than 80 days, or a fine of nof more fhan 5500.00. or bofh

PERMITTEE INFORMATION
S2pNaNE NUMDar

Sires Address
WATER TO
VAIRIDOdY MaATE I (ACTEE) | LOWTY QATSID EETE] G5 ADINONMARE SI0C0n] Cas
ame ol M g OmeE
15 WiTtzr 1002 Stocksd Open 1 Pumic FisnngT 0 Y= O Mo

Trposs o Sochg

SOURCE OF FISH

EFI T E =R )

Siresl Addrass

CHy, 55 and JpCode

FOR TROUT AND SALMON ONLY

The trout and salmon for stocking must come from a facility with a certificate orreport of fish heslthdesignsting disease
free status that includes all facilties through which said fish hawe passad.

Aquaculture Facility has a Cument Fish Health Certificatals) or Repart|s) of Fish Health?

| hereby cerify that all information provided sbowve is true to the best of my knowledge.

FIFTTSse O AETS S ETE

Return completed application to:
Fisheries Management Unit Office Responsible for the Watershed to be Stocked (see Table 1)

FoR DEFARTMENT OF NATURAL RESCURCES USE ONLY

APPLICATION 15: O AFFROVED O DEMIED {s== sttached denisl letter)

Aporavad  ACBON.
Parmiil Numiber:

lssue Dai

Expiraion Daian




Private Fish Stocking

e Common Species
- Walleye, Channel Catfish, Trout
® Species Approved - Not
Recommended

- Bluegill, Hybrid Bluegill, Yellow Perch,
Bass, Northern Pike, Fathead Minnow




Private Fish Stocking

® Species Not Approved
- Prohibited Species List
- Most Non-Native Fish
- Diseased or Uncertified Fish




Conclusion

® Remember Balance

e DNR Stocking (Walleye,
Muskellunge, Channel Catfish, and
Trout)

e Private Stocking Might Require a
Permit

e Healthy Fish Community




Questions?



