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Right To Farm Act
Act 93 of 1981

An ACT to  d e fine  ce rt a in  fa rm  
use s , o p e ra t io ns , p ra c t ice s , a nd  
p ro d uc t s ; to  p rovid e  ce rt a in  
d isc lo sure s ; to  p rovid e  fo r 
c ircum sta nce s  und e r w hich  a  fa rm  
sha ll no t  b e  fo und  to  b e  a  p ub lic  
o r p riva te  nu isa nce .



RTF Act

A fa rm  o r fa rm  o p e ra t io n  sha ll 
no t  b e  fo und  to  b e  a  p ub lic  o r 
p riva te  nu isa nce  if t he  fa rm  o r 
fa rm  o p e ra t io n  a lle g e d  to  b e  a  
nu isa nce  co nfo rm s to  
g e ne ra lly a cce p te d  a g ricu ltu ra l 
a nd  m a na g e m e nt  p ra c t ice s  
a cco rd ing  to  p o licy 
d e te rm ine d  b y the  Mich ig a n  
co m m iss io n  o f a g ricu ltu re .



1999 Amendments
Be g inn ing  J une  1, 20 0 0 , exce p t  a s  o the rw ise  
p rovid e d  in  t h is  se c t io n , it  is  t he  exp re ss  le g is la t ive  
in te n t  t ha t  t h is  a c t  p re e m p t  a ny lo ca l o rd ina nce , 
re g u la t io n , o r re so lu t io n  tha t  p urp o rt s  to  exte nd  o r 
re vise  in  a ny m a nne r t he  p rovis io ns  o f t h is  a c t  o r 
g e ne ra lly a cce p te d  a g ricu ltu ra l a nd  m a na g e m e nt  
p ra c t ice s  d e ve lo p e d  und e r t h is  a c t . Exce p t  a s  
o the rw ise  p rovid e d  in  t h is  se c t io n , a  lo ca l un it  o f 
g ove rnm e nt  sha ll no t  e na c t , m a in t a in , o r e nfo rce  a n  
o rd ina nce , re g u la t io n , o r re so lu t io n  tha t  co nflic t s  in  
a ny m a nne r w ith  t h is  a c t  o r g e ne ra lly a cce p te d  
a g ricu ltu ra l a nd  m a na g e m e nt  p ra c t ice s  d e ve lo p e d  
und e r t h is  a c t .



2024 GAAMPs
Care of Farm Animals

Farm Markets
Manure Management/Utilization
Pesticide Utilization-Pest Control

Cranberry Production
Irrigation Water Use
Nutrient Utilization

Site Selection
Greenhouses – Coming Soon!

GAAMPs
Generally Accepted Agricultural Management 

Practices
• Sta nd a rd s
• Co m m it te e s
• Reviews/ Cha ng e s



RTF/GAAMPs Process

• Co nfo rm a nce
• Re vie ws

• Co m p la in t
• Pro a c t ive

• Co urt s



• Le g a l De fin it io n?
• Ca se -b y-Ca se  (ve ry 

nua nce d )
• In te n t io na lit y
• Pe rm it s

• Build ing
• Zo ning
• Othe r

Agritourism

Should I get a permit even if 
I qualify for RTF protection?



• Thriving             
(no t  just  
su rviving )

• Ge t  Invo lve d !
• At te nd  Me e t ing s
• Sha re
• Be co m e  a n  

Offic ia l

Agritourism & Zoning

Guide the future prosperity of your 
community by engaging in the 
local decision-making process!



Nuances

RTF Protection Other Regulatory Entities



Resources



Questions



Thank You!

Rya n  Co ffe y Ho a g , MSU Ext e n s io n
( 23 1)  9 24 -9 6 77

c o ffe yry@m s u .e d u
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